
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE,
310 First Street, SE
Washington, D.C. 20003,

Plaintiff,

v.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
320 21st Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20451

Defendants.

Civil Action No. _______________________

COMPLAINT

This November, the people of the United States will decide who will serve as their next

President—and they should do so with access to as much information as possible about all of the

candidates’ fitness for this nation’s highest office. To that end, the Republican National Committee

(RNC) files this suit under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) seeking records relating to

former Secretary of State, and leading candidate to become the Democratic Party’s presidential

nominee, Hillary Clinton’s tenure at the U.S. Department of State.

Last December, the RNC requested records under FOIA relating to Secretary Clinton and

State Department staffers that may reflect blurred lines between the State Department and

Clinton’s private organizations. In particular, the RNC requested visitor logs to Secretary Clinton’s

office and formal quarters, invitations and guest lists for functions in the State Department

Diplomatic Reception Rooms, donation solicitations and receipts related to maintenance and

improvement of the State Department’s Diplomatic Reception Rooms, and records related to

mandatory ethics training by Secretary Clinton and her staff. More than three months later, the

State Department has not made a determination about those requests (as FOIA requires), let alone
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provided any responsive records. With the presidential election fast approaching, the delay must

end.

The very purpose of FOIA is to “ensure an informed citizenry, vital to the functioning of a

democratic society, needed to check against corruption and to hold governors” like Secretary

Clinton “accountable to the governed.” NLRB v. Robbins Tire & Rubber Co., 437 U.S. 214, 242

(1976). Yet the State Department threatens to deprive the American public of critical information

needed to make an informed vote in 2016. That cannot happen. This Court should require the State

Department to meet its statutory disclosure obligations—and to do so with haste.

PARTIES

1. The Republican National Committee (the Plaintiff) is an unincorporated political

committee with headquarters in Washington, D.C.

2. The United States Department of State (the Defendant) is an agency within the

meaning of 5 U.S.C. §552(f)(1) that has possession, custody, and control of records that the RNC

seeks under FOIA.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. This Court has jurisdiction under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(B) and 28 U.S.C. § 1331.

4. Venue is proper in this Court under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(e) and 5 U.S.C.

§ 552(a)(4)(B) because the State Department, an agency of the United States Government, is

headquartered and resides in this District.

5. The RNC is deemed to have exhausted all its administrative remedies under 5

U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(C) because the State Department has failed to make a determination and

provide notification of that determination within the statutorily mandated time limit of twenty

working days after receiving the requests. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i).

BACKGROUND

6. FOIA “focuses on the citizens’ right to be informed about what their government

is up to” by requiring the release of “[o]fficial information that sheds light on an agency’s

performance of its statutory duties.” Dep’t of Justice v. Reporters Comm. for Freedom of the Press,
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489 U.S. 749, 773 (1989). “[D]isclosure, not secrecy, is the dominant objective.” Dept. of Interior

v. Klamath Water Users Protective Ass’n, 532 U.S. 1, 8 (2001) (internal quotation marks omitted).

Indeed, one of President Obama’s first acts as President was to state his administration’s approach

to FOIA, instructing agency heads that “the Freedom of Information Act should be administered

with a clear presumption: In the face of doubt, openness prevails . . . . Nondisclosure should never

be based on an effort to protect the personal interests of Government officials at the expense of

those they are supposed to serve.” Presidential Memorandum, Freedom of Information Act, 74

Fed. Reg. 4,681, 4,683 (Jan. 21, 2009).

7. Former Secretary Clinton is seeking, and is considered the leading candidate to

secure, the Democratic Party’s presidential nomination. Clinton’s actions while Secretary of

State—and the actions of those senior staffers with whom she worked most closely and

supervised—are manifestly relevant to whether she is fit to lead this country. Public scrutiny of

her tenure at the State Department is “a structural necessity in a real democracy.” Nat’l Archives

& Records Admin. v. Favish, 541 U.S. 157, 172 (2004); see also Detroit Free Press v. Ashcroft,

303 F.3d 681, 683 (6th Cir. 2002) (“Democracies die behind closed doors.”).

8. That scrutiny must happen before the American people cast their ballots. As a

general matter, “[s]tale information is of little value.” Payne Enters., Inc. v. United States, 837

F.2d 486, 494 (D.C. Cir. 1988). In an election year, stale information is of no value at all. That is

reason all the more for this Court to order expedited disclosures to the RNC’s FOIA requests.

THE RNC’S REQUESTS

9. On December 4, 2015, the RNC made four separate FOIA requests for information

relating to Clinton’s tenure at the State Department. Those requests seek records concerning

Clinton and other State Department staffers with close ties to Clinton. The State Department

staffers mentioned in the RNC’s FOIA requests include Cheryl Mills, Jacob Sullivan, Caitlin

Klevorick, Raymond Maxwell, Patrick Kennedy, Philippe Reines, Huma Abedin, Anne-Marie

Slaughter, Dennis Cheng, Andrew Shapiro, Kris M. Balderston, and Bryan Pagliano.
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10. Cheryl Mills is a longtime Clinton aide who served as Secretary Clinton’s Chief of

Staff at the State Department.

11. Jacob Sullivan, former Director of Policy Planning and Deputy Chief of Staff at the

State Department, handled some of the most pressing policies and international crises during

Secretary Clinton’s tenure at the State Department. See Steven Lee Myers, Unclassified Emails

May Have Consequences for a Key Deputy, N.Y. Times, Feb. 27, 2016, at A13. Sullivan has been

regarded as the “principal conduit” to Secretary Clinton. Id.

12. Caitlin Klevorick, Senior Advisor to Secretary Clinton, was one of a select handful

of employees to receive the “special government employee” designation. That designation allowed

Klevorick to run a private consulting firm (CBK Strategies) that advised government and corporate

clients about “policy and political advising” while at the same time accessing sensitive government

information through her role at the State Department. Justin Elliott & Liz Day, State Department

Finally Releases List of “Special Government Employees,” ProPublica (Jan. 30, 2014).

13. Raymond Maxwell was the Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Near

Eastern Affairs.

14. Philippe Reines began as Senior Advisor to Secretary Clinton but was later

promoted to Deputy Assistant Secretary of State. Reines has been referred to by some as “Clinton’s

principal gatekeeper.” Amy Chozick, Madam Secretary of the Universe, N.Y. Times Magazine,

Jan. 26, 2014, at MM26.

15. Patrick Kennedy is the State Department’s Under Secretary for Management, a role

that he also held during Clinton’s tenure as Secretary of State.

16. Huma Abedin, regarded by many as Secretary Clinton’s closest confidant, served

as Deputy Chief of Staff during Clinton’s entire tenure at the State Department. William D. Cohan,

Is Huma Abedin Hillary Clinton’s Secret Weapon or Her Next Big Problem?, Vanity Fair, Feb.

2016. While working at the State Department, Abedin also held jobs with as many as four different

employers (including the Clinton Foundation), raising questions about potential conflicts of
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interest and misuse of government secrets. Rosalind S. Helderman & Tom Hamburger, How Huma

Abedin Operated at the Center of the Clinton Universe, Washington Post (Aug. 27, 2015).

17. Anne-Marie Slaughter served as the Director of Policy Planning under Secretary

Clinton between January 2009 and February 2011.

18. Dennis Cheng served as a top fundraiser for Secretary Clinton’s 2008 presidential

campaign before becoming Deputy Chief of Protocol under Clinton at the State Department.

Typifying the revolving door between Secretary Clinton’s government affairs and the Clinton

family’s private endeavors, in 2011 Cheng left his role with the State Department to become the

Chief of Development for the Clinton Foundation—a move that raised questions about his contact

with the agency before and after his tenure. Rosalind S. Helderman et al., Clintons’ Foundation

has Raised Nearly $2 Billion — and Some Key Questions, Washington Post (Feb. 18, 2015).

19. Andrew Shapiro served as Senior Advisor to Secretary Clinton at the State

Department before assuming the role of Assistant Secretary of State for Political-Military Affairs.

In the latter role, Shapiro brokered some of those most notorious State Department transactions

with foreign nations, including the $29 billion arms sale to Saudi Arabia. Mark Landler & Steven

L. Myers, With $30 Billion Arms Deal, U.S. Bolsters Saudi Ties, N.Y. Times, Dec. 30, 2011, at

A10.

20. Kris Balderston managed the State Department’s Global Partnership Initiative

during Clinton’s term as Secretary of State. While serving in that role, Balderston actively

recruited partnerships with high-dollar Clinton Foundation contributors, raising questions about

potential conflicts of interest. Stephen Dinan & S.A. Miller, Emails Show Clinton Foundation

Shaped Policy, Washington Times (Sept. 1, 2015); Maggie Haberman, Emails Show Hillary

Clinton Adviser Sidestepping Potential Conflict, N.Y. Times Blog (Sept. 28, 2015).

21. Bryan Pagliano served as the technology director for Secretary Clinton’s 2008

presidential campaign before joining Clinton’s staff at the State Department. Secretary Clinton

reportedly paid Pagliano out of her own pocket to set up and maintain the now-infamous private

server in her Chappaqua, New York home. Rosalind S. Helderman & Carol D. Leonnig, Clinton’s
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Personally Paid State Department Staffer to Maintain Server, Washington Post (Sept. 5, 2015).

Pagliano, who did not disclose his off-the-book earnings to the State Department, invoked the Fifth

Amendment when summoned to testify about Secretary Clinton’s private server. Carol D. Leonnig,

Lawmakers Require Ex-Clinton Staffer Who Worked on E-mail Server to Appear, Washington Post

(Sept. 9, 2015). He was recently granted immunity for his cooperation in the criminal investigation.

Adam Goldman, Justice Dept. Grants Immunity to Staffer who set up Clinton Email Server,

Washington Post (Mar. 2, 2016).

22. Through its first request, the RNC sought “[a]ny and all visitor logs or other records

detailing any visitors to the Secretary of State’s formal quarters and/or personal office located in

the Harry S. Truman building.” The timeframe for that request is from January 21, 2009 to

February 1, 2013. A true and correct copy of the RNC’s first request is attached as Exhibit 1.

23. Through its second request, the RNC asked for “[a]ny and all records relating to

applications for, as well as approvals of, invitations to any function at a U.S. Department of State

Diplomatic Reception Room,” as well as “any and all guest lists for functions held at a U.S.

Department of State Diplomatic Reception Room. The time period covered by that request is

January 21, 2009 to February 1, 2013. A true and correct copy of the RNC’s second request is

attached as Exhibit 2.

24. Through its third request, the RNC requested “[a]ny and all records relating to the

solicitation and/or receipt of donations through the ‘Patrons of Diplomacy’ program to maintain,

renovate, or otherwise fund the U.S. Department of State Diplomatic Reception Rooms” The time

period for that request is January 21, 2009 to February 1, 2013. A true and correct copy of the

RNC’s third request is attached as Exhibit 3.

25. And finally, through its fourth request, the RNC sought records concerning Hillary

Clinton and her senior staffers’ “attendance at, completion of, or waiver of the requirement to

complete, the online ethics training that all new U.S. Department of State employees must

complete and the yearly training in ethics that all U.S. Department of State employees who file a

SF-278 or OGE-450 financial disclosure form are required to complete.” The time period for this
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request is from January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2013. A true and correct copy of the RNC’s

fourth request is attached as Exhibit 4.

26. On January 27, 2016, the State Department sent separate letters acknowledging that

it had received the RNC’s four FOIA requests and assigning Case Control Numbers F-2015-17194,

F-2015-17196, F-2015-17200, and F-2015-17202. And then, silence. The State Department never

disclosed any of the requested materials or explained why it cannot comply with its statutory

obligations. See Milner v. Dep’t of Navy, 562 U.S. 562, 571 (2011) (“We have often noted ‘the

Act’s goal of broad disclosure’ and insisted that the exemptions be ‘given a narrow compass.’”).

True and correct copies of the State Department’s acknowledgement letters are compiled in Exhibit

5.

27. Because the State Department failed to communicate its “determination” on the

RNC’s FOIA requests within twenty working days (5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)), the RNC has

constructively exhausted its administrative remedies and may proceed directly to this Court. See

Citizens for Responsibility & Ethics in Washington v. Fed. Election Comm’n, 711 F.3d 180, 182

(D.C. Cir. 2013) (a requestor exhausts its remedies unless, within the relevant time period, the

agency “inform[s] the requester of the scope of the documents that the agency will produce, as

well as the scope of the documents that the agency plans to withhold under any FOIA

exemptions”); id. at 189-90 (“[I]f the agency does not adhere to FOIA’s explicit timelines, the

‘penalty’ is that the agency cannot rely on the administrative exhaustion requirement to keep cases

from getting into court.”).

28. Time is of the essence. The information that the RNC seeks bears on Secretary

Clinton’s fitness to serve as the next President of the United States and will have no value unless

it makes its way into the public’s hands before the election. The RNC and the public will suffer

irreparable harm if the requested information does not come to light before then.

29. The State Department’s burden to produce the requested documents is minimal

when compared to the American people’s substantial interest in vetting a presidential nominee.

Indeed, the burden on the State Department is minimal even if considered alone: The agency has
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fielded FOIA requests relating to Secretary Clinton’s State Department tenure for the last year, so

it should already be in a position to disclose many of the communications the RNC seeks.

30. Finally, no “exceptional circumstances” exist that would justify giving the State

Department additional time to respond to the RNC’s FOIA requests. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(C)(ii).

If anything, with the election looming, there is every reason to order the State Department to

comply with the RNC’s FOIA requests at double speed.

COUNT I: VIOLATION OF FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552

31. The State Department is unlawfully withholding records that the RNC requested

under 5 U.S.C. § 552.

32. The State Department’s failure to disclose the requested records has irreparably

injured the RNC and will continue to do so until the State Department discloses the records.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

The RNC requests the following:

1. Expedited consideration under 28 U.S.C. § 1657;

2. A declaratory judgment that the State Department has improperly withheld the

requested records under FOIA;

3. An order directing the State Department to respond and produce the requested

documents by July 1, 2016, in time for the Democratic National Convention;

4. Costs and reasonable attorneys’ fees under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(E);

5. Any other relief that the Court deems appropriate.

Dated March 14, 2016.
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Scott Parker
Director of Investigations
Republican Naiional Committee
310 First St. SE
Washington, D.C. 20003
202-863-5122
Sparker@gop.com

December 4, 2015

FR_VX.TeOr4 OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST

vrA TrfEThMA1L

FOIA Officer
Office of Information Programs and Services
AJOIS/IPS/RL
U. S. Department ofState
Washington, D. C. 20522-8100

Dear FOIA Officer:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act.

The records I request can he described as follows:

Any and all visitor lop or other records detailing anyvisitors to the Secretary of State's formal

quarters imd/or personal office located in the Harry S. Truman Imikling.1

The scope ofthis FOIA request is inclusive ofany common variafions ofthe names or terms provided
above. The timeframe ofthis request is from January 21, 2009 to February 1, 2013.

In order to help you determine my status to assess fees, you should knowthat I am requesting On

behalf of the Republican National Committee (RNC) and this information is not primarily in the

commercial interest of the RNC.

I EMI willing to pay fees for this request up tO a maximum of $25. Ifyou estimate that the fees will

mcceed this limit, please inform me first.. However, I would also Ile to request a waiver ofall fees in

that the disclosure ofthe requested information is primarily in the public interest andwill contribute

significantly to the public's understanding ofthe operations cif the Department of State.2

The Department ofJustice recommends that each federal agency employ six factors to determine

whether a fee waiver is appropriate in a FOIA request.3 The first such factor is "whether the subject of

the requ.ested records concerns 'the operations or activitim of the govermnent'"4 The records

requested here go directly to the official operations and record-keeping activities ofthe Department of

State as it relates to its highest level ofleadership.

%This building is located at 2201 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.

See 5 U.S.C. 5524X4XAMO.
3 See FOIA Update, Vol. Vitt, No. ("New Fee Waiver Polic3,Guidance).
4 Id.
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The second factor is "whethez the disclosure is 'likely to contribute' to an understanding ot

government operations or activities."5Hare a primary focus is on the present availability of the
information and whether it has previously been released to the public.6 To thebest ofthe requestor's
knowledge, the vast majority ofthe information contained in the requested records has never been

publicly disclosed nor appeared in news reports. The generally undisclosed nature ofthe records,
however, make them very Ifitely to contribute to the understanding ofthe government operations that
it descrthes.

The third factor is "whether the disclosure ofthe requested information will contaute to 'public
understanding.'"i This turns on 'whether the requester will disseminate the disclosed records to a

reasonably broad audience ofpersons interested in the subject."8 The RNC is in a position to make the

information widely available. It has an extensive history afpublications on its website, GOP.com, and

its members and affiliates regularly interact with and appear on national media outlets. Thus, the

RNC not only has the desire to furnish these records to a broad audience, but has a substantial ability
to do so.9

Fourth, an agency is directed to consider "whether disclosure is likely to convibute 'significantly' to
public understanding ofgovernment operations or activities."m In determining the significance ofthe

contaution, an important element is media attention and public interest in the material Widespread
media attention of an issue greatly increases the likelihood that additional information would

sipificantly contribute to the public's understanding of the government operation or activity in

question.a As previously noted, the RNC is well positioned to bring media attention to an issue and

routinely engages with issues ofpublic import that garner substantial press coverage.

The fee waiver guidance ne-4 looks at the question of"whether the requester has a commercial
interest thatwould be fartheredby the requested disdosure."12 The RNC is not a corporation or

business that eaists to pursue profits or actively participate in the commercial sphere. There is no

readily identifiable commercial interest of the RNC to which this information pertains.

Should your agency determine, however, that some commercial interest exists, itwould then have to

turn to the final factor: "whether the magnitude ofthe identified commercial interest ofthe requester
is sufficiently large, in comparison with the public interest in disclosure, that disclosure is 'primarily
in the commercial interest ofthe requester.'"is Given the RNC's significant ability to contribute to the

public discourse on matters ofnational significance, any potential commercial interest would be

dwarfed in comparison to thepublic interest in the disclosure ofsuch information.

Where exemptions to the Freedom of Information Act are discretionary, I ask you not with.hold such

records, even if they might qualify forwithholding under the law. Ifyou withhold any records as

exempt, please redact the exempted portions and release the remainder ofthe records. In any case

where you withhold any records, please explEdn in writing imy such denial. Please release all

reasonably segregable material

5 .FulA Update, VoL VIII, No. 1 ("Now Fee Waiver Policy Guidance").
65 See, e.g., Monaghan v, FBI, 506 F. AP& 596,, 598 (9th Cir. Jan28, 2013) (prior availability ofrecords linked to

whether they are likely to contribute to public understanding); Judicial Watck Ina v. DDJ, 365 F.3d iio8, 1127 (D.C. Cir.

2004(emphesizing that requester kould address whether information is already in the public domain).
7 FOL1 Update, Vol. 11111, No. 1 ("New Fee Waiver Policy Guidance"),
8 Carney v. IXAI, 19 F.3(1807, 814 (ad Cir. 1994).
9 See, generally, Citizens ProgressiveAlliance v. U.S. Bureau ofIndianAffairs, 241 F. Supp. ad 1342, 1366 (D.N..M.

eooaXstatias that when applying the fee waiver standard, it is relevant to consider the ability ofthe requester to

disseminate information).
10 RNA Update, VoL VIII, No. 1 ("New Fee Waiver Polley Guidance").

Pedarson v. It= 847 F. guPP. 851, 855 CD. Colo. 1994)(8Tv1ing thatwidespread media attention can demonstrate

information's significaM contnbution to public undersbnding).
a MIA Update, Vol. VIII, No. 1 ("New Fee Waiver Policy Guidance").
13 Id.
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Thank you foryour consideration of this request Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have

any questions or comments.

jiver*

Scott Parker
Director of inveztigations

ikepuldican National Committee
310 First St SE

Washington, D.C. 20003
202-863-5122

Sparker@gop.com
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Scott Parker
Director of Inveeigations
Republican National Committee
310 First St. SE
Washington, D.C. 2000S
202-863-5122
Sparker@gop.com

December 4, zees

RP, R T )C, NI OF INPIRMATION A CT it teQUF.Ti"

CEIC!"

FOIA Officer
Office of Inforination Programs and Servicw
A/GIS/IPS/RL
U. S. Department ofState
Washington, D. C. eoe22 -810 fe

Dear FOIA Officer:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act.

The records I request can be described as follows:

Any and all records relating to applications for, as well as approvals of, invitations to any function at a

U.S. Department ofState Diplomatic Reception RDome Additionally, any and all guest lists for
functions held at a U.S. Department ofState Diplomatic Reception Room.

The scope of this FOIA request is inclusive ofanycommon variations ofthe names or terms provided
above. The thneframe of this request is from Januery2, e009 to February 1, 2013.

In order to help you determine my sten= to assess fees, you should knowthat I am requesting on

behalfofthe Republican National Committee (RITC) and this information is not primarily in the
commercial interest of the RNC.

I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $25. Ifyou estimate that the fees will
exceed this limit, please inform me first. However, I would also 1Ure to request awaiver ofall fees in
that the dieclosure ofthe requested information is primarily in the public interest andwill contribeie

significantly to the public's understanding of the operations ofthe Department ofstato.2

The Department ofJustice recommends that each fedend agency employ sle factors to deterndne
whether a fee waiver is apptopriate in a FOIA requests The first such factor is "whether the subject of

1The U.S. Department ofState's Foreign Affair's Manual states: 'Attendance at any function shall. be by invitation only
and invitations shall be extended in the name oftheUS. Governmmt sponsoring offrial, whose name shall appear first
on the invitation, and may also include the name ofauyprivate organization co-sponsoringthe event One 6 FAM Exhibit

1033B). Invitations shall be refracted to an established guest list, and not issued as a general solicitation. Invitations shall
be approved by the Office ofGeneral Services Management (A/OPE/GSM) at the Department ofState prior tobeing sent

out to guests." "Conditions For Use; 6 FAM 1o55(o).
2 See 5 U.S.C. 552(1)(4XAXIIM
3 See FOIA Update., Vol. VIII, o. i ("New Fee Waiver Policy Guidance").
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the requested recorde concerns 'the operations or activities ofthe government:9'e The records
requested here go directly to the correspondence and actions ofagencypersonnel as they operated in
their &Hal capacities.
The second factor is "whether the disclosure it; 'Lately to contribute' to an understanding of
government operations or acthities."5 Hete a primaey focus is on the pr&tent availability ofthe
information and whether it has previously been released to the public.6 To the best ofthe requestnfs
imowledge, the vast majority ofthe Information contained in the requested records has never been
publicly disclosed nor appeared in news reports. The generally undisticeed nature ofthe records,
however, make them very likely to contribute to the understanding ofthe government operations that
it describes.

The third factor is "whether the rlisclosure of the requested information will contrileute to 'public
understanding.'e This tarns on "whether the requester will disseminate the disclosed records to a

reasonably broad audience ofpersona interested in the subject."6 The RIIC is in a position to make the
information widely available. It has an extensive historyofpublications on its website, GOIt.com, and
its members and affiliates regularly interact with and appear on national media outlets. Thus, the
RNC not only has the desire to futnish these records to a broad audience, but has a substantial abnity
to do co.'?

Fourth, an agency is directed to consider 'whether disclosure is likely to contribute 'significantly' to
public understanding ofgovernment operations or activitles."10 in determining the significance ofthe
contribution, an important element is media attention and public intmst in the material. Widespread
media attendon ofan issue greatly increases the likelihood that additional information would
significantly contribute to the public's understanding ofthe government operation or aedvity in

questionei As previously noted, the RNC is well positioned to bring media attention te an issue and
routinely engages with issues ofpublic import that garner substantial prees coverage.

The fee waiver guidance next looks at the question of "whether the requester hes a commercial
interest that muldbe furtheredby the requezted disclosure."ie The RNCis not a cmporation or

business that cadets to pursue profits or actively pardcipate in the commercial sphere. There is no

readily idendfisble commercial interest ofthe RNC to which eis informadon pertains.
Shouldyour agency determine, howev, that some commercial interest exists, it would then have to

turn to the final factor: "whether the magnitude of the identified commercial interest ofthe requester
is sufficiently large, in comparison with the public interest in disclosure, that disclosure is 'primarily
in the commercial interest of the requester."3 Given the RNC's significantability to conteibute to tbe

public discourse on matters ofnational significance, any potential commercial interact wouldbe
dwarfed in comparison to the public interest in the disclosure ofsuch information.

Where exemptions to the Freedom of Information Act are discretionary. I askyou notwithhold such

4 Id.
5 MIA Update, Vol. VM, No. 2. ('New Pee Waiver Policy Guidance").
6 5 See, e.g., Monaghan v. FA 506 F. App'x 596, 5913 (gth Or. Jan 28, 2013) (prior availabflityofrecords linked to

whether they are tfitily to contdbate to public undmstending); Judidal Watch, Inc. v. DO.J, 365 Fad 1108, 1127 (D.C. Cir.

2oo4)(emp1U15iming that requester should address whether information is already in thepublic domain).
112TA Update, Vol. VW, No. iMewFee Waiver Policy Guidance").

a Carnal, v. Dar, 19 Fad 807, 814 (adat 1994)-
9 See, generally, Citizens ProgressiveAlliance v. U.S. Ihnleau of.indianAfftdrs, 241 F. Sapp. ad 1342, 1366 (D.N.M.
2002Xstating that when applying the fee waiver standard, it is relevant toconsider the ability ofthe requester to

disseminate information).
w -MIA Update, Vol. VM, No. iNew Fee Waiver Policy Guidance").
14 Pederson v. R7t 847 F. Sapp. 851, 855 (D. Colo. 1994)(finding that widespread media attention can demonstrate
information's significant conufbctinn to publicunderstanding).

FDIA Update, Vol. V1E1, No. i Mew Pee Waiver Policy Guidancen-
x3
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records, even ifthey might qualify kw withholding undex the law. Ifyou withhold any records as

exempt, please redact the exempted portions and release the remainder ofthe records. In any case

where you withhold any records, please explain in writing any such denial. Please release all
reasonably aegregable material.

Tiunilr you foryour consideration ofthis request Please clo not hesitate to contact me shouldyou have
any qttestions or comments.

Sincerely.

S 1Pari-w
"'Director of lavestigatims

Republican t.latIonal Ccinmittee
310 rust St. SE

WashiAgton, D.C. 20003
202-863-5122

Sparkar@gop.com
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Scott Parker
Director of Investigations
Republican National Commitexe
310 First St. SE
Washington, D.C. 20003
2oe-863-512e
Sparkcr@gop.com

December 4, 2015

11,TRORTO.t...TION ACT

MIA Officer
Office of Information Programs and Services
A/GIS/IPS/PeL
U. S. Department of State
Washington, I). C. 20522-8100

Dear FOIA Officer:

This is a request under the Reedom of Information Act.

The records I request canbe described as follows:

Any and all records relating to the solicitation and/or receipt ofdonations through the Vatrons of

Diplomacyprogram to maintain, renovate, or otherwise fund the U.S. Department ofState

Diplomatic Reception Rooms.

The scope ofthis FOIA request is irclusive ofany common variations ofthe rimIleS or terms provided
above. The tmeframe ofthis request is from January 21, 2009 to February I, 2013.

In order to help you determine my status to ESSCSS fees, yoe should know that I am requesting on

behalf of the Republican National Committee (RNC) and this information is not primarily in the
commercial interest ofthe RNC.

ani willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $25. Ifyou estimate that the fees will

wrceed this limit, pleaee inform me first. However, I would also like to request a waiver ofall fees in
that the diselosue of the requested information is prima.* in the public interest andwill contrthute

significantly to the public's understanding ofthe operations ofthe Department ofState.'

The Deparunent ofJustice recommends that each federal agency employ six factors to determine
whether a fee waiver is appropriate in a FOIA request.2 The first such factor is 'whether the subject of

the requested recozds concerns 'the operations or activities ofthe government."3 The records

requested here go directly to the correspondence and actions ofagency personnel as they operated in
their official capacities.

I See 5 USX- 552(1X4I)()(3li).
2 See FOIA Update, Vol. VIII, No. i ('New Fee Waiver Policy Guidance").
a Id.
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The second fador is 'whether the disclosure is 'likely to contribute' to an understanding of

government operadons or activities."4 Here a primary focus is on the present availability ofthe
information andwhether it has previouslybeen released to the vablic.s To the best of the requestor's
lmowledge, the vast majority ofthe information contained in the requesind records has never been
publicly disclosed nor appeared in mews reports. The generally undisclosed nature of the records,
towever, meke them very likely to contribute to the understanding ofthe government opeeations that
it describes.

The third factor is "whether the disclosure ofthe regraded information will contribute to 'public
underetanding?"6 This tunas on "whether the requester will disseminate the disclosed records to a

reesonably broad audience ofpersors interested in the subject."7 The RIC is in aposidon to make the
information widely available. It has an eeeensive history ofpeblicadons on its website, GOP.com, and
it members and affiliates regularly interactwith and appear on national media outlet. Thus, the
RNC not onlyhas the desire to furnish these records to a broad audience, but has a substantial ability
to do so.8

Fourth, an agency is directed to consider 'whether disclosure is lately to contefonte `significantly' to

public understandiegofgovernment operations or activities."9 In determining the significance ofthe
contribution, en important element is media attention and public interest in the materiel Widespread
media attention of an issue greatly increases the lilielthood that additional information would
significantly contribute to the public's understemding of the government operation or aetivity in

question:0 As previously noted, the RNC iswell positioned to bring media attention to an issue and

routinely engages with issues ofpublie import that garner subetantial press coverage.

The fee waiver guidance nen looks at the question of"whether the requesterhas a commercial
interest that wouldbe furthered by the requested disclosure."u The RNC is not a rzeporation or

business that exists to pursue profits or acfvely Futicipate in the commercial sphere. There is no

readily identifiable commercial interest ofthe RNC to which this information pertains.
Should your agency determine, however, that some commerdial intereet exist, itwouldthen have to

turn to the final factor: "whether the magnitade ofthe identified commercial interest of the requester
is sufficiently large, in comparison with the public interest in disclosure, that disclosure is 'primarily
in the conunercial interest ofthe requester.'"ut Given the RNC's significant alraty to contribuu to the

public discourse on matters ofnab:anal sipificance, any potential commercial interestwouldbe
dwarfed in comparison to the public interest in the disclosure ofsuch information.

Where exemptions to the Freedom ofInformation Act are discretionary, I askyou not withhold such

records, even ifthey might qualify for withholding under the law. If you withhold any records as

exempt, please redact the exempted portions and release the remainder ofthe records. In any case

where you withhold any records, please explain in writing any such denial. Please release all

reasonably segregable material.

4 ForA Update, Vol VIII, No. 1 ("New Fee Walvtr Policy Guidance").
s 5 $ae, e.g., Monaghan u. mi, 506 F. App"...,.;596, 598 (9th Cir. Jan 28, 2013) (prior availability ofmonk Robedb

whether they are litrply to contribute to public-understanding); Judicial Watch, Inc. v. DOJ, 365 e.sa nos, nee (D.a Cir.

2004)(emphesizing that requester should address wbether Information is already in the public domak).
6FM Update, Vol. VIII, No. ("New Fes Waiver Policy Guidance").
7 Carney V. DOJ, 19 Fad 807, 8)4 (2d Cir. 1994).

See, generalW, atizeits ProgressiveAlliance v. US. Bureau ofDidion Affairs, alp. P. Sapp. 2d 2342, 1366 (D.N.M.
2002Xstating thatwhen applying the fee waiver standard, it is relevant to consider the ability ofthe requester to

disseminate informadon).
9FOLI Updaie, Vol. VIII, No. 1 ("New Fee Waiver Policy Guidanm").
1° Pedersen e. Km, 847 F. Supp. 851, 855 Ci. Cola. 1994)(19r1rMig that widespread media attention can demonstrate

information's significant contribution to public understanding).
FOIA Update, Vol. VEI, 110. i ("New Fee Waiver POlicy Guidance").

LA Id.
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Thank you for your consideration ofthis request. Piease do not hesitate to contact me shouldyou have
any questions or comments.

Sincerely,

..77..#Scott Parker
Director of invesdgations

Republic= Nalional Committee
310 First St. 513.

Washington, D.C. 2.0oos
202-863-632.2

Sparkar@gop.com
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Scott Parker
Director of Investigations
Republican National Committee
310 "rust St. SE
Washington, D.C. 20003
202-863-5122
Sparker@gop.eom

Decemher 4, MS

jT LEDOM 1NFOR.KATION CT RegQUEST

A CP:Wu:1171En :MAL

FOIA Officer
Mee of Information Programs and Services
A/GIS/IPS/RI,
U. S. Department of Snete
Washington, D. C. 20522-8100

Desr FOIA Officer:

This is a request under the Freedom ofInformation Act.

For the purpoue of this request, the bilowing individuals vel) hereinafter be referred to collectively as

"DESIGNATED INDIVIDUALS:"

Philippe Reines, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bureau ofPublicAffairs
Anne-Marie Slaughter, Direct= of Policy Planning
Dennis Cheng, Deputy ChiefofProtocol
Finery Clinton, Secretary ofState
Chetyl Mills, Counselor and ChiefofStaff, Office ofthe Secretary
Iiuma Abedin, Deputy flalefof Staff, Office ofthe Secretary
Jacob Sullivan, Deputy ChiefofStafffor Policy/ Planning, Office of the Secretary
Andrew Shapiro, Assistant Secretary, Bureau ofPolitical-MilitaryArtnirs
Caitlin ICevorick, SpedalAssistant, Counselor ofthe Departmeat
Kris M. Balderston, Special Representative for Global Partnerships
Patrick F. Kennedy, Undar Secretary for Managmnent

The reecrds I request can be descrthed as follows:

Any and all records, coerespondence, and memos, in any format, that refermice or otherwise relate to

any DESIGNATED INDIVIDUALS and reference attmdance at completion o orwaiver ofthe

requirement to complete, the online ethics training that all new U.S. Department ofState employees
must complete and the yearly training in ethics thatall U.S. Deparbnent ofState employees who file a

SF-278 Or OGE-450 financiel disclosure form are requiredtO complete:

The U.S. Deparbnent ofState's "The ABCs; WILE; t Every New Employee Needs To Krow° states: °Idandatory Mier,

taking is required each year for all employees who filea SF-278 or OGE-450 financial disclosure form.AU new

employees must complete an online EtWea training course within go days.' 'The ABCs: What Every New Employee Needs
To Know, U.S. Department ofState, Bureau ofHuman Resources, Office ofCM. Service Human Resonrce Menagement,
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The timeframe ofthis request is from January 1, 2009, through December 31, 2o13. The scope of this
FOIA request is inclusive ofany common variations of the names or terms ptovidedabove.

In order to help you determine nry status to assess fees, you should lmow that I am requesting on

behalf of the Republican National Committee (RN() and this information is not primarily in the
commercial interest ofthe RNC.

I am willing to pay fees for thie request up to a maximum of $25. Ifyou estimate that the fees will
exceed this limit, please inform me first. However, I would also Ile to request awaiver ofell fees in

that the disclosure ofthe requested inibrmation is primarily in the public interest and yell contribute

significantly to the public's undersbanding of the operations of the Department ofState.2

The Department ofJustice recommends that each federal agency employ six factors to determine
whether a fee waiver is appropriate in a FOIA requeste The fitst such factor is "whether the subject of
the revested records concerns &the operations or activties of the government'"4 The records

requesb)d here go directly to the training and actions ofagency personnel as they operated in their
official capacities.
The second factor is 'whether the disclosure is likely to contribute' to an undersumding of

government operations or activities."5 Here a primary focus is on the present availabffity ofthe
information and whether it has previously been released to the public.6 To the best of the requestor's
knowledge, the vast majority of the information contaimed in the requestedrecords has never been

publicly disclosed nor appeared in news reports. The generally undisclosed nature ofthe records,
however, make them very iiwly to contribute In the understanding ofthe government operations that

it describw.

The third factor is "whether the diactwure ofthe requested informationwfli contribute to 'public
understanding.'"7This turns on "whether the requester will disseminate the disclosed records to a

reasonably broad audience ofpersons interested in the subject."9 The RINIC is in a position to make the

information widely available. It has an extensive history ofpublications on its website, GOP.com, and
its members and affiliates regularly interact with and appear on national media outlets. Thus, the

RNC not only has the desire to furnish these records to a broad audience, but has asubstantial ability
to do so.9

Fourth, an ageucy is directed to consider "whether disclosure is likely to centribute 'significantly' to

public understanding ofgovernment operatious or activities."10 In determiningthe significance ofthe

contribution, an important element is media attention andpublic interest in the materiel Wideopread
media attention ofan issue greatly increases the likelihood that additional information would

signiEcantly contribute to the public's understanding ofthe government operation or activity in

p. 12 (June 2011) (emphasis removed), available online at

ittp:/ careers.ade.gov/upload1Rai74i4274369861mba5e.696be386197fa426/Oriente.tion_ABCs-2on.pa
2 See 5 552(1)(4XWill).
3 SasMIA Update, VoL VIII, No. 1 rNew Fee Walvw Polley Guidance).
4 Id.
5 MIA Update, VoL VIII, No. ("New Pee Waiver PolicyGuidance).
65 See, e.g., Monaghan V. FRI, 606 F. Appix 596, 598 (9th Cir. Jan 28, 2013) (prior availability ofrecords linkud to

whether theyereliMy to contrilmteW public understanding); JutMal Watch, Inc. V. DOI, 365 F.3d 1108, 11.27 (DX. Cir.

2004)(emphasising that requester should address whether informaflon is already in the public domain).
7 MIA Update, VoL Via, No. 1 ("New Fee Waiver Policy Guidance").
8 Carney v. Dal, is F.sd 807, 814 (2d ar, 1994).
9 &e, generally, Citizens ProgressiveAlliance v. U.S. Bureau ofIndianAffairs, 241 F. Supp. 2d 1342, 1366 (11)-N.M.

2002)(stating thatwhen applying the feelvaiver standard, it is relevant to consider the abilityofthe =pester to

disseminate information).
toMIA Update, VoL VIII, No. ("New Fee Waiver PolicyGuidance").
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questionel As previously noted, the RNC is well positioned to bring media attention to an issue and

routinely engages with issues ofpublic import that garner sehstantial press coverage.

The fee waiver guidance next looks at the question of"whether the requester has a commercial
interest that wcrald be furthered by the requested disclosure= The MCis not a corporation or

business that eeists to pursue profits or actively participate in the commercial sphere. There is no

readily identifiable commercial interest of the RNC to which this information pertains.

Shouldyour agency determine, however, that some commercial interest exists, itwould then have to

turn to the fmel factor: "whether the magnitude ofthe identified commercial interest of the requester
is suffidently large, in comparizon with the public interest in disclosure, that disclosure is 'primarily
in the commercial interest ofthe requeeeter.ne Given the RNCs sigcant slaty to contribute to the

white discourse on matters ofnational siDeificanee, any potential commercial interestwould be

dwarfed in comparison to the public interest in the disclosure ofsuch information.

Where exemptions to the Freedom of Information Act are discretionary, I ask you not withhold such

records, even iftheymight qualify for withholding imder the law. Ifyouwithhold anyrecords as

exempt, please redact the exempted portions and release the remainder of the records. In any case

where you withhold any records, please explain in writing any each denial. Please release all

reasonably segregable materiel.

Thenk you foryour consideration ofthis request. Please clo net hesitate to contact me should you have

any questions or comments.

Sinceree,
j,

7-te?t.
Scot: Perky

Dimetnr of Investigations
Republican National Committee

310 Fiat St. SE
Washington, DC. 20003

e02-863-512e
Sparkee@gopoeom

Pegier3o1Z V. RT(Z 847 F. Sapp. 05-1, 1355 (D. Colo.1994Xfindiag that widespread media attention can demonstrate

information's significant contribudon to publicunderstanding).
ist FOIA Update, Vol. WE, No. 1 rNew Fee Waiver Potcy Guidance").
2.3 Id.
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United States Department of State

Wry§
Washington, D.C. 205201111111110

*ie
JiIN 2 7 21116

Dear Requester,

RE: AcaR-or tcr.& or crii,ter recorots efctitin 161- s
e c.46w4 /c.re7' persoActA.V3c.rce..4e.cl In, 4644. t3Ctre34 S. 11-6...ktru-cc.vv. to,uteattAc,This is in response to your request dated- •-eceLAA.6.er.. Wellave assigned Case

Control Number 40 I G and will begin the processing ofyour
request based upon the information provided in your communication.

The cut-off date is the date the search is initiated unless you have provided a specific
timeframe.

We have considered your request for a fee waiver. Based upon the information provided
in your letter, your request for a fee waiver has been denied. Ifyou wish to appeal this
decision, you may write to the Requester Liaison Division, at the address given on the
bottom of this page. Your appeal should address the points listed in the enclosed sheet
titled "Fee Waiver Information Sheet." Your appeal must be sent to us within 30 days
from the date that you receive this letter.

Unusual circumstances (including the number and location ofDepartment components
involved in responding to your request, the volume ofrequested records, etc.) may arise
that would require additional time to process your request.

We will notify you as soon as responsive material has been retrieved and reviewed.

Should you have any questions, you may call our FOIA Requester Service Center at
(202) 261-8484 or send an email to FOIAstatus@state.gov. Please refer to the Case
Control Number in any communication.

Sincerely,
Requester Communications BrancA LIAA)
Office of Information Programs & Services

Office ofInformation Programs and Services Inquiries:US. Department ofState, SA-2 Phone: 1-202-261-8484
Washington, DC 20522-8100 FAX: 1-202-261-8579

Website: wwwfoiastate.gov E-mail: FOIAStatusgoate.gov
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United States Department of State

ihhH Washington, D.C. 20520
4ife JAN 2 7 2016

Dear Requester,

RE: ii .s, "betXvtiA&Cet.t E atc-1/4--E-Q ifr%-ck, VC_ -ReceDtf
co IAA_

This is in response to your request dated 'be em-4-5er Liti-%: We have assigned Case
Control Number F 20iS- 11-1911 and will begin the processing ofyour
request based upon the information provided in your communication.

The cut-off date is the date the search is initiated unless you have provided a specific
timeframe.

We have considered your request for a fee waiver. Based upon the information provided
in your letter, your request for a fee waiver has been denied. Ifyou wish to appeal this
decision, you may write to the Requester Liaison Division, at the address given on the
bottom ofthis page. Your appeal should address the points listed in the enclosed sheet
titled "Fee Waiver Information Sheet." Your appeal must be sent to us within 30 days
from the date that you receive this letter.

Unusual circumstances (including the number and location ofDepartment components
involved in responding to your request, the volume ofrequested records, etc.) may arise
that would require additional time to process your request.

We will notify you as soon as responsive material has been retrieved and reviewed.

Should you have any questions, you may call our FOIA Requester Service Center at
(202) 261-8484 or send an email to FOlAstatus@state.gov. Please refer to the Case
Control Number in any communication.

Sincerely,
Requester Communications BrarA4V C/
Office of Information Programs & Services

Office ofInformation Programs and Services Inquiries:U.S. Department ofState, SA-2 Phone: 1-202-261-8484
Washington, DC 20522-8100 FAX: 1-202-261-8579

Website: wwwfoiustate.gov E-mail: FOMStatus@,state.gov
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United States Department of State
:11-4110

Washington, D.C. 20520:1111101111'_

JAN Z7 1016

Dear Requester,

RE: Solt(14-i-ektio,. C1/4ArA or rece: af ci.Q,Axt-t-fovt:s t4e0, itt-IL

i4ft-ra:47CM" WOr.raQi,tA". +0 VA.t.i'‘k. S. re..fiCLA ik.kg,A4a t skr-4.-t-e- Qvv^to m..cepbc" Ktus.4-A-This is in response to your request te -bpce,46ef- Lot,. We have assigned Case
Control Number r--.201s- il-lcice and will begin the processing ofyour
request based upon the information provided in your communication.

The cut-off date is the date the search is initiated unless you have provided a specific
timeframe.

We have considered your request for a fee waiver. Based upon the information provided
in your letter, your request for a fee waiver has been denied. If you wish to appeal this
decision, you may write to the Requester Liaison Division, at the address given on the
bottom ofthis page. Your appeal should address the points listed in the enclosed sheet
titled "Fee Waiver Information Sheet." Your appeal must be sent to us within 30 days
from the date that you receive this letter.

Unusual circumstances (including the number and location ofDepartment components
involved in responding to your request, the volume of requested records, etc.) may arise
that would require additional time to process your request.

We will notify you as soon as responsive material has been retrieved and reviewed.

Should you have any questions, you may call our FOIA Requester Service Center at
(202) 261-8484 or send an email to FOIAstatus@state.gov. Please refer to the Case
Control Number in any communication.

Sincerely,
Requester Communications Branc00\.<4/6-1
Office of Information Programs & Services

(Vice ofInformation Programs and Services Inquiries:U.S. Department ofState, SA-2 Phone: 1-202-261-8484
Washington, DC 20522-8100 FAX: 1-202-261-8579

Website: wwwibia.state.gov E-mail: FOIAStatusgmate.gov
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 205201111111111P,

JAN 2 7 2016

Dear Requester,

RE: -5F -2 or CI —LISO Porm.s ccpoc,,rcL,Nnr—a cle.7,19nct.tedau,s-LkS

This is in response to your request dated -.".12cetA-Lioer 1-011. We have assigned Case
Control Number r"—.2c.)1S ri• 2.13U and will begin the processing ofyour
request based upon the information provided in your communication.

The cut-off date is the date the search is initiated unless you have provided a specific
timeframe.

We have considered your request for a tee waiver. Based upon the information provided
in your letter, your request for a fee waiver has been denied. Ifyou wish to appeal this
decision, you may write to the Requester Liaison Division, at the address given on the
bottom ofthis page. Your appeal should address the points listed in the enclosed sheet
titled "Fee Waiver Information Sheet." Your appeal must be sent to us within 30 days
from the date that you receive this letter.

Unusual circumstances (including the number and location of Department components
involved in responding to your request, the volume of requested records, etc.) may arise
that would require additional time to process your request.

We will notify you as soon as responsive material has been retrieved and reviewed.

Should you have any questions, you may call our FOIA Requester Service Center at

(202) 261-8484 or send an email to FOIAstatus@state.gov. Please refer to the Case
Control Number in any communication.

Sincerely,
Requester Communications Branck
Office of Information Programs & Services

Office ofInformation Programs and Services Inquiries:
U.S. Department ofState, SA-2 Phone: 1-202-261-8484
Washington, DC 20522-8100 FAX: 1-202-261-8579

Website: www.foidstate.gov E-mail: FOIAStatus@state.gov
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IS-414 (Roy, 7/11 DO

CIVIL COVER SHEET

I. (a) PLAINTIFFS DEFENDANTS

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE

310 First Street, Southeast 320 21st Street Northwest

Washington, DC 20003 Washington, DC 20451

(h) COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED PLAINTIFF District of Columbia COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED DEFENDANT District of Columbia

(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES) (IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY)
NO1 I, IN LAND CONDEMNMION CASES, USE ME LOCATION01. TIIE TRACT OF LAND INVOLVED

(c) ATTORNEYS (FIRM NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBER) ATTORNEYS (IF KNOWN)

Kelley Barnaby Alston & Bird LLP
950 F. Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 239-3300

II. BASIS OF JURISDICTION III. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES (PLACE AN x IN ONE Box FOR

(PLACE AN X IN ONE BOX ONLY) PLAINTIFF AND ONE BOX FOR DEFENDANT) FOR DIVERSITY CASES ONLY!

PTF DFT PTF DFT

0 I U.S. Government 0 3Federal Question
Plaintiff (U.S. Government Not a Party) Citizen of this State 0 I 0 I Incorporated or Principal Place 04 04

of Business in This State

2U.S. Government 0 4Diversity Citizen of Another State 02 02 Incorporated and Principal 05 05
Defendant (Indicate Citizenship of Place of Business in Another Stale

Parties in item III) Citizen or Subject of a '1/4.13 03
Foreign Country Foreign Nation 06 06

IV. CASE ASSIGNMENT AND NATURE OF SUIT
(Place an X in one cateoory. A-N. that hest represents your Cause of Action and one in a corresponding Nature of Suit)

0 A. Antitrust 0 B. Personal Injury/ 0 C. Administrative Agency 0 D. Temporary Restraining
Malpractice Review Order/Preliminary

410 Antitrust r—I Injunction
1_1310 Airplane El 151 Medicare Act

ni 315 Airplane Product Liability
1-7 320 Assault, Libel & Slander Social Security Any nature of suit from any category

1 1330 Federal Employers Liability El 861 HIA (1395f1) may be selected for this category of case

assignment.
n 340 Marine

862 Black Lung (923)

n 345 Marine Product Liability
863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g)) *(If Antitrust, then A governs)*

1-1 350 Motor Vehicle 1-1 864 SSID Title XVI

El 355 Motor Vehicle Product Liability 1= 865 RSI (405(g))

360 Other Personal Injury
Other Statutes

El 362 Medical Malpractice
891 Agricultural Acts

365 Product Liability
ri 893 Environmental Matters

El 890 Other Statutory Actions (If71367 Health Care/Pharmaceutical
Administrative Agency is

Personal Injury Product Liability Involved)ri 368 Asbestos Product Liability

0 E. General Civil (Other) OR 0 F. Pro Se General Civil

Real Property Bankruptcy Forfeiture/Penalty

ri 210 Land Condemnation El 422 Appeal 27 USC 158 625 Drug Related Seizure of 1=480 Consumer Credit

ri 220 Foreclosure n423 Withdrawal 28 USC 157 Property 21 USC 881 ri490 Cable/Satellite TV

n230 Rent, Lease & Ejectment n690 Other n850 Securities/Commodities/

Li 240 Torts to Land Prisoner Petitions Exchange

1 1245 Tort Product Liability Li 535 Death Penalty E-1 896 Arbitration

n 290 All Other Real Property 1_1540 Mandamus & Other Other Statutes ri899 Administrative Procedure

ni 550 Civil Rights n375 False Claims Act Act/Review or Appeal of

Personal Property 1= 555 Prison Conditions =400 State Reapportionment Agency Decision

n370 Other Fraud 1 1560 Civil Detainee Conditions 1 1430 Banks & Banking =950 Constitutionality of State

r7371 Truth in Lending of Confinement 1-1450 Commerce/ICC Statutes

F7380 Other Personal Property Rates/etc. =890 Other Statutory Actions

Damage prsperty Rights r---i 460 Deportation (if not administrative agency

n 385 Property Damage 1 1820 Copyrights ri462 Naturalization review or Privacy Act)
Product Liability 830 Patent Application

ri 840 Trademark n465 Other Immigration
Actions

Federal Tax Suits 71 470 Racketeer Influenced
n870 Taxes (US plaintiff or & Corrupt Organization

defendant)
n871 IRS-Third Party 26 USC 7609
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O G. Habeas Corpus/ 0 H. Employment 0 I. FOIA/Privacy Act 0 J. Student Loan

2255 Discrimination

1-1530 Habeas Corpus General ri 442 Civil Rights Employment 1121 895 Freedom of Information Act =152 Recovery of Defaulted

17 510 Motion/Vacate Sentence (criteria: race, gender/sex, ED 890 Other Statutory Actions Student Loan

463 Habeas Corpus Alien national origin, (if Privacy Act) (excluding veterans)

Detainee discrimination, disability, age,

religion, retaliation)

*(lf pro se, select this deck)* *(If pro se, select this deck)*

O K. Labor/ERISA 0 L. Other Civil Rights 0 M. Contract 0 N. Three-Judge
(non-employment) (non-employment) Court

I 1110 Insurance

710 Fair Labor Standards Act ri 441 Voting (if not Voting Rights 120 Marine 1 1441 Civil Rights Voting
ri 720 Labor/Mgmt. Relations Act) ri 130 Miller Act (if Voting Rights Act)
1 1740 Labor Railway Act ri 443 Housing/Accommodations 1 1140 Negotiable Instrument

751 Family and Medical n440 Other Civil Rights n 150 Recovery of Overpayment
Leave Act 445 Americans w/Disabilities & Enforcement of

1-1790 Other Labor Litigation Employment Judgment
1 1791 Empl. Ret. Inc. Security Act 1 1446 Americans w/Disabilities El 153 Recovery of Overpayment

Other of Veteran's Benefits

El 448 Education 1 1160 Stockholder's Suits

190 Other Contracts
195 Contract Product Liability

1 1196 Franchise

V. ORIGIN

O 1 Original 0 2 Removed 0 3 Remanded from 04 Reinstated or 0 5 Transferred from 0 6 Multi-district 07 Appeal to

Proceeding from State Appellate Court Reopened another district Litigation District Judge
Court (specify) from Mag. Judge

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION (CITE THE U.S. CIVIL STATUTE UNDER WHICH YOU ARE FILING AND WRITE A BRIEF STATEMENT OF CAUSE.)

5 U.S.C. 552 (Freedom of Information Act); Defendant is unlawfully withholding public records.

VII. REQUESTED IN CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS DEMAND Check YES only if demanded in complaint
COMPLAINT ACTION UNDER F.R.C.P. 23 JURY DEMAND: YES I I NO Exi

VIII. RELATED CASE(S) (See instruction) YES I I NO I X I If yes, please complete related case form

IF ANY

3/14/2016DATE: SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OF RECORD

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET JS-44

Authority for Civil Cover Sheet

The JS-44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filings and services of pleadings or other papers as required
by law, except as provided by local rules of court. This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is required for the use of the

Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet. Consequently, a civil cover sheet is submitted to the Clerk ofCourt for each civil complaint filed.

Listed below are tips for completing the civil cover sheet. These tips coincide with the Roman Numerals on the cover sheet.

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF FIRST LISTED PLAINTIFF/DEFENDANT (b) County of residence: Use 11001 to indicate plaintiff if resident

of Washington, DC, 88888 ifplaintiff is resident of United States but not Washington, DC, and 99999 if plaintiff is outside the United States.

CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES: This section is completed only ifdiversity of citizenship was selected as the Basis ofJurisdiction

under Section II.

IV. CASE ASSIGNMENT AND NATURE OF SUIT: The assignment of a judge to your case will depend on the category you select that best

represents the primary cause of action found in your complaint. You may select only one category. You mug also select one corresponding
nature of suit found under the category of the case.

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION: Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing and write a brief statement of the primary cause.

VIII. RELATED CASE(S), IF ANY: If you indicated that there is a related case, you must complete a related case form, which may be obtained from

the Clerk's Office.

Because of the need for accurate and complete information, you should ensure the accuracy of the information provided prior to signing the form.
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Kelley Barnaby and Edward Kang
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950 F Street NW

Washington, DC 20004
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PROOF OF SERVICE

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

6?@I IKDDFEI =FH (name of individual and title, if any)

M7I H<9<@L<; 8O D< FE (date) &

" 0 G<HIFE7CCO I<HL<; J?< IKDDFEI FE J?< @E;@L@;K7C 7J (place)

FE (date) + FH

" 0 C<=J J?< IKDDFEI 7J J?< @E;@L@;K7CPI H<I@;<E9< FH KIK7C GC79< F= 78F;< M@J? (name)

% 7 G<HIFE F= IK@J78C< 7>< 7E; ;@I9H<J@FE M?F H<I@;<I J?<H<%

FE (date) % 7E; D7@C<; 7 9FGO JF J?< @E;@L@;K7CPI C7IJ BEFME 7;;H<II+ FH

" 0 I<HL<; J?< IKDDFEI FE (name of individual) % M?F @I

;<I@>E7J<; 8O C7M JF 799<GJ I<HL@9< F= GHF9<II FE 8<?7C= F= (name of organization)

FE (date) + FH

" 0 H<JKHE<; J?< IKDDFEI KE<N<9KJ<; 8<97KI< + FH

" 3J?<H (specify):

&

1O =<<I 7H< " =FH JH7L<C 7E; " =FH I<HL@9<I% =FH 7 JFJ7C F= " &

0 ;<9C7H< KE;<H G<E7CJO F= G<HAKHO J?7J J?@I @E=FHD7J@FE @I JHK<&

.7J<*
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

,;;@J@FE7C @E=FHD7J@FE H<>7H;@E> 7JJ<DGJ<; I<HL@9<% <J9*

0.00
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REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE

320 21st Street Northwest

Washington, DC 20451

Kelley Barnaby and Edward Kang

Alston & Bird LLP

950 F Street NW

Washington, DC 20004
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PROOF OF SERVICE

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

6?@I IKDDFEI =FH (name of individual and title, if any)

M7I H<9<@L<; 8O D< FE (date) &

" 0 G<HIFE7CCO I<HL<; J?< IKDDFEI FE J?< @E;@L@;K7C 7J (place)

FE (date) + FH

" 0 C<=J J?< IKDDFEI 7J J?< @E;@L@;K7CPI H<I@;<E9< FH KIK7C GC79< F= 78F;< M@J? (name)

% 7 G<HIFE F= IK@J78C< 7>< 7E; ;@I9H<J@FE M?F H<I@;<I J?<H<%

FE (date) % 7E; D7@C<; 7 9FGO JF J?< @E;@L@;K7CPI C7IJ BEFME 7;;H<II+ FH

" 0 I<HL<; J?< IKDDFEI FE (name of individual) % M?F @I

;<I@>E7J<; 8O C7M JF 799<GJ I<HL@9< F= GHF9<II FE 8<?7C= F= (name of organization)

FE (date) + FH

" 0 H<JKHE<; J?< IKDDFEI KE<N<9KJ<; 8<97KI< + FH

" 3J?<H (specify):

&

1O =<<I 7H< " =FH JH7L<C 7E; " =FH I<HL@9<I% =FH 7 JFJ7C F= " &

0 ;<9C7H< KE;<H G<E7CJO F= G<HAKHO J?7J J?@I @E=FHD7J@FE @I JHK<&

.7J<*
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

,;;@J@FE7C @E=FHD7J@FE H<>7H;@E> 7JJ<DGJ<; I<HL@9<% <J9*

0.00

Case 1:16-cv-00489   Document 1-8   Filed 03/14/16   Page 2 of 2



/20, !5L E E $#J

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! (&("!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

1,)0&%!/0" 0&/!%)/0.)$0!$-1.0!

'-.!0( &!%)/0.)$0!-'!$-* 1+ #)"

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! #

0=5;?D;88 #

#

M% # -BMBD!, <KBGF!1 G%

#

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! #

(787?65?D #

/1+ + -,/!),!" !$)2)* !" $0)-,

6G+ "(787?65?DGC!?5>7!5?6!566B7CC#

, !D9N JL BK!A9J!; >>F!?BD>=!9@ 9BFJK!OGL %

7 BKABF!*' !=9OJ!9?K>I!J>IMB<>!G?!KABJ!JL E E GFJ!GF!OGL !"FGK!<GL FKBF@ !KA>!=9O!OGL !I><>BM>=!BK#!OGL !E L JK

J>IM>!GF!KA>!HD9BFKB??!9F!9FJN >I!KG!KA>!9KK9<A>=!<GE HD9BFK!GI!9!E GKBGF!L F=>I!4 L D>!()!G?!KA>!/>=>I9D!4 L D>J!G?

-BMBD!3IG<>=L I>%!!6A>!9FJN >I!GI!E GKBGF!E L JK!; >!J>IM>=!GF!KA>!HD9BFKB??!GI!HD9BFKB??PJ!9KKGIF>O$!N AGJ>!F9E >!9F=

9==I>JJ!9I>+

0?!OGL !?9BD!KG!I>JHGF=$!CL =@ E >FK!; O!=>?9L DK!E 9O!; >!>FK>I>=!9@ 9BFJK!OGL !?GI!KA>!I>DB>?!=>E 9F=>=!BF!KA>

<GE HD9BFK%!!8GL !9DJG!E L JK!?BD>!OGL I!9FJN >I!GI!E GKBGF!N BKA!KA>!<GL IK%

&.+)-&!(%!'&)2&1$!'-)1,!/*!'/413

.9K>+!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
2;9?5DEB7!@8!'=7B<!@B!(7AEDF!'=7B<

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Civil Clerk

United States Attorney's Office

District of Columbia

555 Fourth Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20530

Kelley Barnaby and Edward Kang

Alston & Bird LLP

950 F Street NW

Washington, DC 20004
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PROOF OF SERVICE

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

6?@I IKDDFEI =FH (name of individual and title, if any)

M7I H<9<@L<; 8O D< FE (date) &

" 0 G<HIFE7CCO I<HL<; J?< IKDDFEI FE J?< @E;@L@;K7C 7J (place)

FE (date) + FH

" 0 C<=J J?< IKDDFEI 7J J?< @E;@L@;K7CPI H<I@;<E9< FH KIK7C GC79< F= 78F;< M@J? (name)

% 7 G<HIFE F= IK@J78C< 7>< 7E; ;@I9H<J@FE M?F H<I@;<I J?<H<%

FE (date) % 7E; D7@C<; 7 9FGO JF J?< @E;@L@;K7CPI C7IJ BEFME 7;;H<II+ FH

" 0 I<HL<; J?< IKDDFEI FE (name of individual) % M?F @I

;<I@>E7J<; 8O C7M JF 799<GJ I<HL@9< F= GHF9<II FE 8<?7C= F= (name of organization)

FE (date) + FH

" 0 H<JKHE<; J?< IKDDFEI KE<N<9KJ<; 8<97KI< + FH

" 3J?<H (specify):

&

1O =<<I 7H< " =FH JH7L<C 7E; " =FH I<HL@9<I% =FH 7 JFJ7C F= " &

0 ;<9C7H< KE;<H G<E7CJO F= G<HAKHO J?7J J?@I @E=FHD7J@FE @I JHK<&

.7J<*
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

,;;@J@FE7C @E=FHD7J@FE H<>7H;@E> 7JJ<DGJ<; I<HL@9<% <J9*

0.00
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CO-386-online
10/03

United States District Court
For the District of Columbia

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL
COMMITTEE

Plaintiff Civil Action No.
VS

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
STATE

Defendant

CERTIFICATE RULE LCvR 7.1

I. the undersigned, counsel of record for Republican National Committee certify that to the best of my knowledge and

belief, the following are parent companies, subsidiaries or affiliates of Republican National Committee which have

any outstanding securities in the hands of the public:

None.

These representations are made in order that judges of this court may determine the need for recusal.

Attorney of Record

Signature

D.C. Bar No. 998757 Kelley Barnaby
BAR IDENTIFICATION NO. Print Name

950 F. Street, NW
Address

Washington, DC 20004

City State Zip Code

(202) 239-3300

Phone Number


