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They Said It! 
Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA) Says We Don’t Have A Spending Problem, We 

Are Not Broke 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Click Here To Watch 

 
Today, Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA) Said “No,” The Nation Does Not Have A Spending Problem. SEN. 
TOM HARKIN (D-IA): “Thank you, Madam Chair. I think, first of all, I want to disagree with those who say 
we have a spending problem. Everyone keeps saying we have a spending problem. And when they talk 
about that, it’s like there’s an assumption that somehow we as a nation are broke. We can't afford these 
things any longer. We’re too broke to invest in education and housing and things like that. Well look at it 
this way, we’re the richest nation in the history of the world. We are now the richest nation in the world. 
We have the highest per capita income of any major nation. That kind of begs the question, doesn’t it? If 
we’re so rich, why are we so broke? Is it a spending problem? No.” (Committee On Appropriations, U.S. Senate, Hearing, 

2/14/13) 
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