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In Your Own Words 
Obama Claims His General Rule Is To Do Something Else If Something 

Is Not Working 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Today, Obama Said On Deficits “My General Rule Is, If I Do Something, And It Doesn’t Work, And 
Then I Do It Again And It Doesn’t Work Again, I Stop Doing It. I Stop Doing It. I Try Something Else.” 
OBAMA: “And by the way, the deficits kept on going up, so by the time I walked in to office we had a 
trillion dollar deficit. Why would we want to try that again? I don’t know about you but my general rule is, 
if I do something, and it doesn’t work, and then I do it again and it doesn’t work again, I stop doing it. I 
stop doing it. I try something else.” (President Barack Obama, Remarks At A Campaign Event, Oskaloosa, IA, 8/14/12) 

YET OBAMA HAS NOT DONE ANYTHING ELSE BUT RACK UP TRILLION DOLLAR 
DEFICITS FOUR YEARS IN A ROW 

FY2009: The Federal Budget Deficit Was $1.413 Trillion, The Highest In U.S. History. (“Monthly Budget 

Review: November 2011,” Congressional Budget Office, 11/7/11) 

FY2010: The Federal Budget Deficit Was $1.294 Trillion, The Third Highest In U.S. History. (“Monthly 

Budget Review: November 2011,” Congressional Budget Office, 11/7/11) 

FY2011: The Federal Budget Deficit Was $1.299 Trillion, The Second Highest In U.S. History. 
(“Monthly Budget Review: November 2011,” Congressional Budget Office, 11/7/11) 

FY2012: The OMB Predicts The Deficit Will Be $1.211 Trillion, The Fourth Highest In U.S. History. 
(Office Of Management & Budget, “Mid-Session Review: FY2013,” The White House, 7/27/12) 
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